THE  TRACED T OF RAMSAY MAC DONALD
with the men who have always been the historic enemies of
the working class of this country. To lead them to victory
there was no expedient to which he did not stoop; to
continue in power there is no abandonment of principle he
has not been prepared to make. He tells us with emphasis
that the present is no time for the resumption of the Party
struggle. But every step he takes, every policy he approves,
are simply the characteristic step and policy of a Tory
Party flushed with a victory built upon calculated distortions,
to which he has lent himself.'
Snowden was a full year in the Cabinet of the ' National'
Government and so was in a position to keep a vigilant and
critical eye on MacDonald. In that one year of office, with
MacDonald presiding over the Cabinet of the * National5
Government., he confirmed the opinion of MacDonald that he
had formed during the forty years that he had known him.
He was not surprised that MacDonald should persist in claim-
ing that a Government so composed was atx all-Party Govern-
ment, nor at the dishonesty of retaining the name 6 National'
by a Government so overwhelmingly Tory in character, policy,
and programme. MacDonald had admitted this himself, and,
when Snowden and the Liberals first threatened to leave the
* National' Government, he had appealed to them to remain,
as their resignation would leave him e not a Prime Minister,
but the Chairman of a Tory Cabinet.'
Snowden tells us that never at any time during that year
or after did MacDonald, either in the House of Commons or
elsewhere, advocate any of the principles which would justify
his retention of the name of c Socialist/ Even in the secrecy
and security of the Cabinet he never took the opportunity to
propose anything that would show the reality or indicate the '
survival of his professed Socialist faith.
Writing of the enthusiasm and persistency with which the
Tories insisted on having their own way and ' on mutilating
or suspending every piece of Liberal or Radical legislation
which they could mutilate or suspend, without any loss of
prestige and votes/ Snowden says :
c During the year we were in the National Government
together, I can remember no occasion on which he put
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